The Archaeology of Holy Island

Date: 15th November 2017-09-08 Time: 7:00pm

Location: Crossman Hall, Holy Island, Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 2ST

Cost: Free

From humble beginnings, St Aidan and King Oswald’s monastery on Lindisfarne grew into the religious powerhouse at the heart of the great Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Northumbria.

Though there is significant documentary evidence of this early phase of Holy Island’s religious life, the material evidence that has come to light has thus far been relatively sparse. Over the past several years DigVentures and Durham University have conducted systematic, scientific archaeological excavations on Holy Island; additional significant excavation has been undertaken by The Archaeological Practice as part of the HLF-funded Peregrini Lindisfarne Landscape Partnership.

The results of both projects have been stunning, with both digs making international news as a result of findings including a new, very rare Anglo-Saxon namestone, and this summer’s discovery of burials as well as a previously unknown chapel on the Heugh.

What do these discoveries mean for our understanding of the Golden Age of Northumbria on Lindisfarne? Join us for a fantastic evening of archaeology, with both archaeological teams on hand to discuss their results, take questions, and share plans for the future.

